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AGGIIITDWA.TIOH TEST FOR FYASNHEMATOUS TYPHOS -
CLATMED AS SOVIET DISCOVERY: )

M. Los?

Chief of tho Departmsnt
Instituse of Epidemiology and
Mioroblology, Omsk

Yor sevoral years Soviet scientists have bsen using an agglutination
test apparently discovered by Waidsl-Fslix, commonly known as the Waidal re-
acticn. The anthor's curiosity was arcused after haring used this reastion
coveral times, aud ne studied the history of its dtscovery. He was well re-
wardéd, for he fourd that at the 3 July 1919 session of the Boclety of Mioru-
biologiste in Moscow G. V. Epshteyn reported the results of his studies on
rickettasia and revealed an agglutiration test. ’

In his experiments, Epshteyn used sheep intestines which containea large
numbers of rickettsia bacteria. Moreover, in 1922, in works of the Fourth
All-Rusgian Msetirg of Bacteriologieta and Epidemiologists (25 to 31 Augnst 1920),
Epshteyn submitted a report, "Collection of Research on.Exanthematous Typhns,* ia
vhich he desoribed positive and negative reactiona for agglutination tests.

It was not until 1923 tkat Waidal published an account of his work, and
due to the wide dissemination of this report, the reactioa became know: as
ths "Waidal Reaction.” Thus once again Russlan sclentists have not been
given the honor due them.
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